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Northern Shenandoah Valley Regional Commission 

Transportation Planning Technical Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, July 16, 2015, 10:00 A.M. 

Main Conference Room 

400 Kendrick Lane, Suite E, Front Royal, VA 22630 

Chairman Doug Stanley called the meeting to order with the following members present: 

Bryan Chrisman, Town of Luray 

Brandon Stidham, Clarke County 

Jeremy F. Camp, Town of Front Royal 

Terry R. Short, Jr., Virginia Department of Transportation (via telephone) 

Brandon Davis, Shenandoah County 

Taryn Logan, Warren County 

Reid Wodicka, Town of Woodstock 

Garrett Morgan, Shenandoah County 

Others present:  John Madera, NSVRC 

1. Administrative Items 

a. Welcome and introductions – Chairman Stanley welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

b. Review and approval of the May 21, 2015 Meeting Minutes – Motion made by Mr. Davis, 

seconded by Ms. Logan, carried. 

2. Discussion:  TPTC as an advisory body to NSVRC 

Mr. Madera proposed that in light of recent and potential calls for the Committee to make formal 

recommendations, that the Committee consider formalizing its role as an advisory body to the 

Commission; and recommend bylaws for adoption by the Commission.  Mr. Madera then presented the 

bylaws of the Thomas Jefferson Planning District Commission technical advisory committee as a possible 

model. 

Following discussion, a general consensus was reached that the Committee present draft bylaws for 

consideration by the Commission, and that staff should prepare a draft for consideration by the 

Committee during its next scheduled meeting. 

3. VDOT Updates 

Mr. Short outlined the calendar of deadlines, milestones and events leading to the September 30 deadline 

for applications to the Six Year Improvement Program under House Bill 2.  Included were an upcoming 

VTrans2040 Regional Forum, the last opportunity for stakeholders to shape the list of needs against 

which applications will be screened; and a workshop on completing the on-line application. 

A lengthy discussion on the economic development scoring measures ensued.  The heavy reliance on site 

plans was seen as problematic.  Mr. Stanley observed that economic development is an iterative process 



DRAFT NSVRC TPTC 7/16/15 Meeting Minutes  Page 2 of 3 

in which site plan submittal often occurs late.  Mr. Short said that as a participant in a VDOT team 

looking at the economic development measures, he is advocating for awarding points for a locality 

resolution of support for a development project. 

4. NSVRC Rural Transportation Work Program overview 

Mr. Madera gave an overview of the tasks included in the program which started July 1
st
, beginning with 

the VDOT-required tasks.  The first task is the compilation and prioritization of projects for inclusion in 

the Six Year Improvement Program.  Asked by Mr. Madera for clarification of this task, Mr. Short replied 

that the short deadline and new procedures for application will make identification, evaluation and 

ranking of projects by the PDC impractical.  Instead he suggested that the Commission focus on 

developing next year’s round of projects, and a prioritization process.  

Mr. Madera described a request from VDOT for land use data, and then discussed the bicycle, pedestrian 

and transit program elements, including an update of the regional bicycle and pedestrian plan and a study 

of transit feasibility linking Winchester, Lord Fairfax Community College, and possible Strasburg and 

Front Royal.  Attendees discussed strategy for promoting the Safe Routes to School program.  Mr. Short, 

Ms. Logan, Mr. Camp and Mr. Morgan responded affirmatively to Mr. Madera’s call to serve on the 

Walking and Wheeling update steering committee.   

Mr. Stanley expressed a need for coordination of services between human services transportation 

providers, and said he would like to see this addressed, perhaps in a future work program.  He cited an 

initiative undertaken by Gloucester County and the Middle Peninsula PDC as a model for such 

coordination.  Mr. Davis said that during the update of Shenandoah County’s transportation plan, the lack 

of coordination among providers was deemed by stakeholders to be the County’s most urgent 

transportation issue, a view echoed by the County’s Director of Social Services. 

Mr. Madera said that he will coordinate the formation of a steering committee for the transit study.  He 

then briefly discussed progress on the development of a proposal for a regional towing and recovery 

services board. 

5. Locality reports 

Mr. Stidham:  Clarke County survived the AllGood music festival and attendant crowds and traffic.  He 

commended VDOT for managing traffic in coordination with West Virginia where the event was held. 

Mr. Camp:  The second Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Downtown Revitalization 

project management meeting is scheduled tonight.  A July 2
nd

 public input meeting was well attended.  

The comprehensive plan update steering committee is looking at the transportation element. 

Ms. Logan is working with Mr. Camp to compile information for the VTrans2040 Urban Development 

Area (UDA) survey for the Front Royal UDA. 

Chairman Stanley:  The South Fork and Gooney Creek bridge projects are on schedule for completion this 

year.  The Morgan Ford bridge replacement is advancing to the Right of Way stage, with advertisement 

anticipated in 2017. 



DRAFT NSVRC TPTC 7/16/15 Meeting Minutes  Page 3 of 3 

Mr. Davis:  Shenandoah County has hired a planner, Garrett Morgan, to fill the position vacated by the 

promotion of Pat Felling. 

Mr. Wodicka:   The Town of Woodstock has also hired a new planner; and the update of the town’s 

comprehensive plan will begin likely in August. 

Mr. Chrisman:  The Town of Luray is preparing to submit a request for DCHD planning funds for 

downtown revitalization.  The Main Street Bridge replacement is undergoing a required assessment for its 

effect on the endangered brown bat.  Also, the Town is contemplating UDA designation for its entire 

area; and will be formally incorporating its transportation plan as part of its comprehensive plan. 

Mr. Madera announced an upcoming public information open house for WinFred MPO’s study of the 

Valley Pike/Shawnee Drive intersection.  Improvement alternatives will be presented. 

6. Old/new business 

Mr. Chrisman said that in light of the loss of Revenue Sharing funds, the Town of Luray is considering 

boundary adjustments (de-annexation) in order to cede maintenance for two bridges to the county; and 

asked Mr. Short for VDOT’s position.   Mr. Short agreed to follow up with a response. 

Mr. Chrisman raised an issue regarding representation of Page County in transportation funding 

decisions, whereby funding flows through the Harrisonburg Residency, which lies outside NSVRC’s 

jurisdiction.  Mr. Short agreed to explore the issue with the Department’s Transportation and Mobility 

Planning Division. 

Next meeting:  Second Thursday in October (October 8
th
).  

Meeting adjourned at 11:20 a.m. 


