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Northern Shenandoah Valley Regional Commission 

Transportation Planning Technical Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, January 14, 2016, 10:00 A.M.  

Main Conference Room 

400 Kendrick Lane, Suite E, Front Royal, VA 22630 

Chairman Doug Stanley called the meeting to order with the following members present: 

Brandon Stidham, Clarke County 

Bob Haas, Shenandoah Area Agency on Aging 

Lemuel Hancock, Town of Woodstock 

Terry R. Short, Jr., Virginia Department of Transportation 

Lisa DuMetz-Rosier, Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation 

Brandon Davis, Shenandoah County 

Ryan Spitzer, Town of Strasburg 

Reid Wodicka, Town of Woodstock 

Taryn Logan, Warren County 

Others present:   

Tom Tran, Transtech Engineering 

Pankaj Patel, Transtech Engineering 

Alvin Marquess, Jacobs Engineering 

Jeff Boyer, Virginia Department of Transportation 

John Madera, NSVRC 

1. Administrative Items 

a. Welcome and introductions – Chairman Stanley welcomed everyone to the meeting, and 

deferred administrative items to follow the guest presentation. 

2. Presentation:  Freeway Traffic Incident Detour Planning, Phase 2 

Mr Madera introduced Mr. Tom Tran, lead of a consulting team contracted by VDOT to produce a traffic 

incident detour plan for VDOT’s Northwest Region Operations District, who then described the project 

(presentation attached).   Mr. Tran asked the audience if there are any existing freeway detour plans in the 

region.  Mr. Boyer said that a draft plan exists for I-81 in Shenandoah and Frederick counties, to be vetted 

with local law enforcement and emergency response agencies within the next week.  The activation of the 

plan and decision protocol regarding road closure and traffic control was discussed.  Mr. Boyer said that a 

decision is made typically with 15 to 30 minutes of an incident.  The detour plan will be published in 

binder form, a pocket-sized book, and as a navigable pdf readable on laptop, tablet and smart phone for 

use by responders.  The geographic data will be available in a variety of formats. 

Mr. Boyer informed Mr. Tran of two height restrictions along Route 11 in Shenandoah County which 

may impact detoured truck traffic.  Complications surrounding closures near the I-81/I-66 interchange 

were also discussed. 
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Mr. Tran then gave an overview of the project schedule.  A draft plan for I-81 will be available for review 

in March.  Final deliverables are due the end of April.  Mr. Tran concluded with a request for information 

relevant to the plan, and a list of communication means.  A brief discussion followed regarding regional 

impacts of emergency evacuation plans for the national capital region. 

Ms. Logan took over as meeting chair from Chairman Stanley who had to leave the meeting.   

3. Presentation:  VDOT Resources and Tools to Improve Regional Transportation Planning 

Mr. Short demonstrated the transportation planning data resources currently available on the Virginia 

Roads website.  

4. NSVRC program updates 

Mr. Madera relayed an announcement from Ms. DuMetz-Rosier (who had to leave the meeting) that the 

application period for human services mobility grants is open until February 1
st
.  NSVRC was just 

awarded a technical assistance grant through the USDA to develop a regional economic development 

plan.  Work continues on the Walking and Wheeling Plan update, including the development of an 

interactive planning tool and a public survey. 

5. Locality reports 

Mr. Davis:  There are no significant transportation projects in development in Shenandoah County. 

Mr. Wodicka:  The Town of Woodstock is working on an update to its bicycle and pedestrian plan. 

Mr. Stidham:  The Town of Berryville is working to bring its transportation plan into compliance with 

state law. 

Mr. Spitzer:  In Strasburg, two pedestrian projects are under development: the Gateway Trail, funded 

through revenue sharing (50 percent local match) is nearing completion by VDOT; the other, the third of 

a four-phase downtown sidewalk/streetscape project, funded with a 20 percent local match, will go to bid 

in February. 

Ms Logan:  Traffic on northbound Route 522/340 (North Shenandoah Avenue) in Front Royal has been 

switched to the new South Fork Bridge; full opening is anticipated in about two weeks.   The Gooney Run 

Bridge (Route 340) is complete; construction bids are in for the Morgan Ford bridge replacement; 

Eastham Trail Phase 3 is under construction; and the new county human services complex has opened. 

6. Administrative Items (continued) 

a. Approval of the October 8, 2015 meeting minutes – Motion made by Mr. Short, seconded by 

Mr. Davis.  Motion carried. 

b. Committee by-laws and member roster:  Mr. Madera announced that the Commission 

adopted the Committee by-laws during its October meeting; and asked that members review 

the roster and the quorum requirement. 
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c. Calendar:  Mr. Madera listed the meeting schedule and important dates on the VDOT and 

CTB calendars through July (listed on the agenda). 

7. Next meeting:  April 14th, 2016.  

8. Old/new business:  None. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:20 a.m. 


